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Discussion Questions:

● What do you think were some injustices (an act that inflicts undeserved hurt) African Americans 
experienced in Oregon? 

● Do you think you would fight injustice if it happened to you? Or someone you loved? Explain.

● Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” What does he 
mean by that statement?

Black Panthers
Explain the event in June 1969 that causes the 
study group to create the Black Panthers.

Dig Deeper: How does the Eugene Black Panther 
party differ from Portland BP’s? 

Civil Rights 
in 

Oregon

Oregon's Civil Rights Bill, 1953
What does the Oregon Civil Rights Bill do for People of 
Color in Oregon?

Dig Deeper: Explain one of the unlawful employment 
practices.

Albina Riots-1967
What were some of the events that led up to the 
riots? Why are these events significant in relation 
to the riots?

Dig Deeper:What is Millner referring to when he 
states that city of Portland responded like 
mainstream America?

Oregon Fair Housing Act-1957
Who is protected under the Fair Housing Act? 

Dig Deeper: How does the Eugene’s Ferry Street 
community’s history affect the city in 21st  
century?

Sundown Towns & Eugene
Why is Deady Hall’s name controversial? Why did the Black 
Student Union want the hall to be named?

Dig Deeper:Choose three towns/cities and explain the 
methods of exclusion utilized. 

McCants Stewart
What Portland case is the highlight of Stewarts 
career and what is his philosophy on Civil Rights?

Dig Deeper:Why do you think Stewart might have 
been advised to not move to Oregon? What is his 
impact while living in Oregon?



Black Student Unions
1. What are two of the demands the Black 

Student Union of Oregon University makes in 
1968?

2. What are two of the demands the Black 
Student Union of Oregon University makes in 
2015?

Dig Deeper:
3. According to Our History section. Which 

organizations helped the OSU-Black Student 
Union open a cultural center? Why is this 
support significant?

Kathryn Bogle
Describe the different ways Bogle’s written work is 
rebuked and why she is never hired as reported in 
Oregon.

Dig Deeper: Bogle spends her life trying to make 
Oregon a welcoming state for all people. How does her 
life work demonstrate this passion?

Edwin C. Berry
Explain the rights Berry fights for throughout his life. 
What impact does he have on Oregon history?

Dig Deeper: When does Oregon outlaw Jim Crow 
laws? How is that accomplished?

Kent Ford
How did Ford and the Black Panthers serve the 
Portland Black community?

Dig Deeper:What happens to Ford in the 60’s that 
ignites a passion to struggle against the system?

Civil Rights

in Oregon

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Visits Oregon
Explain Dr. King’s statement to the Portland State 
student body-“We have come a long way toward 
making integration a reality, but we still have a long 
way to go.”

Dig Deeper:  What are some of Willie Richardson’s 
reasons for study Oregon Black history?


