
In August 1857, the Committee on Suffrage and Elections, charged with
preparing the voting section of Oregon’s draft state constitution, submitted
this hand-written report to the Oregon Constitutional Convention. Section 2,
excerpted above, states:

“In all elections, not otherwise provided for, by this Constitution, every white
male citizen of the United States, of the age of 21 years, and upwards, who
shall have resided in the State during the six months immediately
preceding such election; and every white male of foreign birth of the age of
21 years, and upwards, who shall have resided in the United States one
year, and shall have resided in this State during six months immediately
preceding such election, and shall have declared his intention to become a
citizen of the United States one year preceding such election, conformably
to the laws of the United States on the subject of naturalization, shall be
entitled to vote at all elections authorized by law.”


