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Excerpt from The Death of Markus Lopius: Fact or Fantasy? 
First Documented Presence of a Black Man in Oregon August 
16, 1788
Markus Lopius came to and died in Oregon in 1788.

The story of the death of Markus Lopius is part of the larger story of the activities 
of American explorer Robert Gray on his first expedition to the Oregon coast in 
1788 aboard the sloop Lady Washington. The primary source of information 
concerning this episode is preserved in the log kept by Robert Haswell, a 
19-year-old officer on that journey. 


